
Invasive Species 
 
 

Week Summary: 
This week in science class we learned a variety of different things on the 
topic of invasive species. This week our focus was indeed invasive species. 
We talked about all different situations of invasive species and did different 
worksheets and classwork on this topic. One of the specific topics that we 
talked about under the category of invasive species is how these invasive 
species affect other organisms or environments. We worked on a Gizmo 
packet, read an article about a specific type of invasive species, and last but 
not least we started a fun project on nonetheless invasive species. Invasive 
species is an important topic to be informed about and this week covered 
what invasive species truly are and how they affect other organisms, 
environments, and most important humans.  
 
Monday 

On Monday we started off class with our kickstart. 
Monday’s kickstart happened to be about what career we 
would love to job shadow for a day. Now this was a decision 
that we would make based on our interests. So it was a 
pretty straight forward kickstart. Then we started working on a Gizmo 
Packet that was given to us. This Gizmo Packet was on invasive species but 
specifically how invasive species affect coral reefs. We started by doing the 
front page. Then two groups: Madie and Elizibeth and Joseph and Drew 
presented there bee projects. Madie’s group created a poster and Drew’s 
group created a youtube video. Both were very interesting and when both 
groups were done class was over.  
 
Tuesday 

Tuesday we started off with our kickstart 
that was on costal regions affecting Cancer. 
Basically the question asked who would be 
more likely to get Cancer: someone that lives 
on the coast or someone who lives on a city. 
We logically answered that question using the 
information given to us. Next, the rest of the 



class presented there bee projects. After everyone was done we didn’t really 
have any assignment for the rest of the day so we got the privilege of being 
able to watch an educational Netflix series called Blue Planet. This series 
explained the life of interesting animals and how they live and adapt to 
their environments. The episode that we watched talked about two species 
which were the Tilapia fish and the bottle nosed dolphin. We learned very 
cool information that probably didn’t know before we watched the episode. 
One cool fact that we learned was that Tilapia have adapted to their 
environment and considering that there are a lot of birds where they are 
located, the fish have found out that they can jump out of the water and pull 
the birds under. Then they eat the birds. And that ended off the day.  
 
Wednesday 

When we entered class on Wednesday we 
took out our computers and completed our 
kickstart for the day which had been erased for 
some reason. So Mrs. Caruso told us to write our 
favorite song of all time in the box. Now you 
would think that this would be easy but it is 
surprisingly not so easy. Then Mrs. Caruso 
handed everyone an article on a specific type of 
invasive species. This invasive species is called 
Salvinia Molesta and is a type of algae or plant that can completely take over 
certain bodies of water. The article that we were reading talked about how 
this species took over a lake in Hawaii called Lake Wilson. The article also 
talked about how people worked to remove this invasive species and the 
efforts put towards helping this lake get it back to its true state.  
 
  Thursday 

In the beginning of class on Thursday 
we did our kickstart and then we continued to 
work on the Gizmo Packet that we started on 
Monday. We had to do the front page which 
was just questions about Coral Reefs and how 
invasive species affect coral reefs. But then we 
had to do activity C which was on the lionfish 
and the Crown of Thorns starfish. In this 
Gizmo Activity we learned that these animals 



can easily take over a coral reef. Overtime they ate almost all of the other 
fish that lived in the coral reef. Also we learned that the Crown of Thorns 
starfish can also destroy a coral reef. But not by eating the animals that 
lived in the coral reef environment but by eating the actual reef. By doing 
the Gizmo we realized that after 20 years of the Crown of Thorns starfish 
invading a coral reef, that almost the whole reef was eaten by this starfish. 
We all finished at the perfect time right before the bell rang. 
 
Friday 

On Friday you could never imagine what we did when we got into 
class. Our kickstart! Friday’s kickstart was on the different departments of 
a hospital. We had to use our knowledge and the examples given to ask the 
question. It was actually a pretty hard question. Then Mrs. Caruso 
introduced us to a project about invasive species. This project involved us 
making an online poster about an invasive species of our choice. We had to 
research about this invasive species and we had to make an online poster 
that was in the from of a wanted poster. It was a fun and creative way to 
study invasive species. So we created posters that contained information 
such as: where the species was native to, how it became invasive, the 
species needs, crimes committed, and lastly how to stop it from continuing 
to invade. We only had about 20 minutes to start the project so we only got 
some of it done. That was the last thing we worked on in science class this 
week. 
 
 
Losing genes may have helped whales ancestors adapt to underwater life. Read 
for more. 
New Research may prove more about Whales and their underwater life. 
 
 

https://www.sciencenews.org/article/losing-genes-may-have-helped-whale-ancestors-adapt-life-underwater

